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John Dewey was a pragmatist, progressivist, educator, philosopher, and social reformer.
Dewey’s various roles greatly impacted education, and he was perhaps one of the most
influential educational philosophers known to date. Dewey made two normative or
value claims, asserting that a professional spirit was present when a teacher was a
permanent student of school related questions and a leader of public opinion about what
children needed in their communities. As a student, the teacher had only begun learning
when she or he completed a teacher-education program. Inquiry—the continuous
pursuit of understanding of students, content, pedagogy, and society—was the
professional means to becoming and remaining both a reflective teacher and a leader of
community thinking about the out-of-school needs of children. Studying individual
children, particular classrooms, distinctive schools, unique communities, and academic

matters throughout life enabled the teacher to be both a teacher and a leader.
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