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Coronary Disease

Anne W. Moulton MD

BASICS
@ DESCRIPTION=i

« tichemic heart disease (IHD) has been defined by the presence of atherasclerosis in the epicardial coronary arteries.
« Athercaclerosis forms plaque in coronary vessels, progressively impairing myocardial blood flow.

+ Women have smaller coronary vessels.

» Plaque in women iith | of
= Women have symptoms despite less obstruction

« Other factors decrease flow in women » men
+ Differant mechanizms for IHD in symptomatic women

+ Symptoms and signs of IHD in wamen may be due to significant cbstruction (>50% obstruction in cne or more vessels) alone or in combination with other recently identified mechanisms for
impaired vascular flow,

+ Persistent symptoms and s1gns of IHD in women without evidence of sbitructive disease suggest the dominance of these other mechanisms in impaired vascular flaw (see “Pathophysiology”).
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Coronary Disease
Anne W. Moulton MD
BASICS=)
@ DESCRIPTION=
= Ischemic heart disease (IHD) has been defined by the presence of atherosclerosis in the epicardial coronary arteries.

« Atherosclerosis forms plaque in coronary vessels, progressively impairing myocardial blood flow.
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«+ Women have smaller coronary vessels.
= Plaque in women distributed diffusely with less areas of critical stenoses
= Women have symptoms despite less obstruction
= Other factors decrease flow in women = men

« Different mechanisms for IHD in symptomatic women

= Symptoms and signs of IHD in women may be due to significant obstruction (=50% obstruction in one or more vessels) alone or in combination with other recently identified mechanisms for impaired
vascular flow.
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