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What are arts and music education for? Our international review revealed two main
underlying issues. The first is whether the development of musical experience and
expertise is an end in itself, such that music education serves mainly to promote musical
and artist skills, or it should have broader personal and cultural aims. There are clear
differences between Eastern and Western countries in this respect. Arts and music
educators in countries including Korea, Japan, China, with a foundation in Confucian
philosophy, place much greater emphasis on the moral and spiritual role of the arts than
their Western counterparts; their primary aim is to develop the character of pupils. In Japan,
for example, the emphasis is on “educating students through music” rather than on
“teaching music to students”. In the West, on the other hands, there is much more interest
in the non-musical benefits of music education; and this is epitomized by the recent interest
in the so-called “transfer” effects of participation in the arts, in which their presence in the
curriculum is partly justified in terms of their benefits for other aspects of learning such as
reading, spatial skills, language learning, social and emotional development, etc.



